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INVENTOR: ANDREW K. BENSON 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 0 Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to the fields of population and molecular genetics. In 
jE particular, it relates to a method for identifying polymorphic markers in a population. 

-1 5 Related Art 

~- As a general rule, the taxonomic classification of species is generally reserved for 

* organisms that are genetically similar and capable of mating productively. Since bacteria are 
asexual organisms, species generally refers to populations that share genetic and biochemical 
20 similarity. Despite the fact that species of bacteria share similarity, significant diversity can 
be observed when comparing different populations of a given species. To illustrate, the gut 
bacterium Escherichia coli consists of approximately 170 different serotypes. 

One of the most important tasks of a clinical or industrial microbiologist is the precise 
determination of what microorganism, if any, is present in a sample. Using some commonly 
25 known and simple techniques, the microbiologist can generally deduce the species of the 
unknown microorganism relatively quickly. However, subspecies or actual strain 
determination of the microorganism present in the sample frequently requires sophisticated 



1 



methods of genetic or biochemical analysis. This, of course, translates into higher costs and a 
slower turnaround time. 

Determination of a specific strain of bacteria rather than the mere species that is 
present in a sample is particularly important to the food industry. For example, of the 
5 approximately 170 strains of E. coli, only about 30 of them are pathogenic to humans. 
Depending on the pathogenic potential of strains or subspecies, processors may often elect to 
dump a batch contaminated with the species rather than invest time and effort in determining 
the precise strain or subspecies classification. This is because of the aforementioned costs 
associated with deducing the actual strain to determine if it is in fact pathogenic. The 
jO obvious problem with such "dumping" is that it also has costs associated with it, namely lost 
revenues. Therefore, it is desirable to have some method of quickly identifying what strain of 
bacteria may be present in a sample. In order to develop diagnostic tools for the rapid 
identification of bacterial strains, it is first necessary to identify genetic markers which are 
characteristic of problematic and less problematic strains. 
J, 5 In addition to the practical application of strain-level classification, understanding 

I genetic characteristics of populations of bacteria is also important for creating safer food 
environments. Alteration of the genome by gene acquisition, deletion, and mutation, along 
with new routes of transmission into the food chain, and the selective pressures that are 
imposed in food production environments, are the elements that drive evolution and 
20 emergence of foodborne pathogens. Thus, it increasingly important that new methods are 
devised for understanding how pathogenic and spoilage organisms enter the food supply, how 
different populations of pathogenic organisms are effected by selective pressures in food 
production environments, and how this relates to characteristics that confer increased 
virulence, spoilage, and/or transmissibility on certain populations. Several molecular genetic 
25 approaches have been developed to provide high-resolution information about populations, 
including random amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD), amplified fragment length 



polymorphism (AFLP), octamer-based genome scanning (OGBS), and multi-locus 
sequencing. Each of these approaches suffers from the fact that they provide only limited 
coverage of the genome in a single experiment and must therefore be performed in a plurality 
of intentions to increase genome coverage, particularly in the case of closely related strains. 
5 The present invention overcomes this limitation by allowing for coverage of the entire 
genome in a single experiment and by determination of genetic segments that are specific to 
relevant populations. 

Another bacterial of particular interest to the food industry is Listeria monocytogenes. 
Although several serotypes of Listeria monocytogenes strains are found in foods and in the 
~10 environment, most human infections (>95%) are caused by only three serotypes, l/2a, l/2b 
and 4b. These strains belong to two major genetic groups, one of which includes serotype 
:~ l/2a while l/2b and 4b belong to the other group. Most molecular genetic and immunologic 
studies have used strains from the first genetic group, including l/2a (strains 10403s, EGD, 
: NCTC7973 Mack) and l/2c (strains L028). Strains representing the other group have largely 
15 been omitted from molecular genetic studies. However, strains from this group, especially 
strains of serotype 4b, may be of the most significance to the food industry and public health. 

Strains of serotype 4b account not only for a substantial fraction (ca. 40%) of sporadic 
infections but also for almost all of the common-source outbreaks of listeriosis that have been 
studied, including the 1985 Jalisco cheese out break in Los Angeles and the latest multi-state 
20 outbreak in the United States traced to contaminated hot dogs. There is a need for a relatively 
quick, simple, and inexpensive method for determining unique DNA sequence information 
for rapidly distinguishing among different subpopulations of L. monocytogenes isolates. 
Such tests are crucial for high-throughput analyses necessary for epidemiological studies and 
risk assessment studies. 

25 Listeria monocytogenes is a ubiquitous gram-positive organism that can cause life- 

threatening infections ranging from meningitis, septicemia, and fetal death. Although the 
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incidence of listeriosis is low, the associated morbidity can be quite high, particularly in 
pregnant women and immunocompromised individuals (Gellin and Broome, 1989). 
L. monocytogenes is well known for its robust physiological characteristics and is one of few 
pathogenic bacteria capable of growth at refrigeration temperatures, under conditions of low 
5 pH, and/or high osmolality (Farber and Brown, 1990; Farber and Pterkin, 1991; Kroll and 
Patchett, 1992; Miller 1992; Wilkins etal. 1972). Kroll and Patchett, 1992). 

L. monocytogenes can grow in several types of cultured cells and is capable of 
intracellular growth and spread to adjacent host cells through the use of host cell cytoskeletal 
components (Galliard et al. 1987; Portnoy et al. 1988; Tilney and Portnoy, 1989; Mounier et 

10 al. 1990). Genetic analysis of virulence in L. monocytogenes has identified several loci that 

JT contribute directly to the series of events that occur during host cell invasion (reviewed in 
Portnoy et al. 1992, Sheehan et al. 1994). These virulence genes include adhesins, a cytolytic 

= toxin, an actin polymerizing protein and phospholipases, that function in host cell entry, 

r vacuole escape, replication, and spread to adjacent host cells respectively. 

~\5 Several signals, such as temperature and carbohydrates seem to control regulation of 

the virulence genes (Leimeister-Wachter et al. 1992; Park and Kroll, 1993) and recent 
evidence suggests that these are separate pathways that govern expression of the virulence 
genes (Renzoni et al. 1997). Thus, the virulence gene regulator, called PrfA, may couple 
transcription of the virulence genes to a variety of cues that could signal entry into a host. 

20 L. monocytogenes strains display serotypic differences in somatic (numbered) and 

flagellar (lettered) antigens (Seelinger and Hoehne, 1979). Although 13 different serotypes 
of L. monocytogenes are found in foods and in the environment (Farber and Pterkin, 1991), 
most clinical isolates are of only 3 serotypes, l/2a, l/2b and 4b (Schuchat et al. 1991), 
suggesting that these serotypes may be particularly virulent for humans or are better able to 

25 survive the necessary hurdles for transmission and establishment of infection. 
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Several studies have been conducted to examine genetic relationships among L. 
monocytogenes strains. One of the most significant was an early study using Multi-Locus 
Enzyme Electrophoresis (MLEE), which identified 45 different electropherotypes (ETs - 
combinations of alleles or protein isomorphs) that were divided amongst two distinct genetic 
5 lineages (Piffaretti et al. 1989). Perhaps one of the more striking results from this study was 
the finding that nearly all of the strains isolated from large outbreaks comprised only 2 ETs, 
suggesting that these clones may be highly virulent for humans. In contrast to the clustering 
of the epidemic strains, strains isolated from sporadic cases were dispersed among many 
different ETs. 

10 In addition to MLEE, investigators using pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (Brosch et al 

1994), ribotyping (Graves et al. 1994), RFLP analyses of virulence genes (Vines et al. 1992), 
^ and DNA sequence analysis of virulence genes (Gutekunst et al. 1992 and Rasmussen et al. 

1991) have also demonstrated the existence of two distinct lineages of L. monocytogenes 
:-- strains. Recent studies of Rasmussen et al. (1995) and Wiedmann et al. (1997) using 
.1 5 multilocus sequence analysis of different combinations of virulence-associated genes along 
I with RFLP analyses and ribotyping independently demonstrated the existence of a third 
lineage of L. monocytogenes. Genetic relationships demonstrated by these methods showed 
that epidemic strains were confined to lineage I, sporadic strains were found in lineage I and 
II, while lineage III was devoid of human clinical isolates (Wiedmann et al. 1997). In fact, 
20 the genetic distinctiveness lead these authors to propose that lineage III strains are largely 
animal pathogens and should be designated as a new species of Listeria (Wiedmann et al. 
1997). Together, these studies, which have employed several different means of genetic 
analysis, strongly support the notion that virulence, or physiological characteristics that 
facilitate survival of hurdles necessary to establish infection, are not evenly distributed 
25 among the lineages of L. monocytogenes. Studies of several different bacterial pathogens 
have, in fact, demonstrated that clonal expansion of highly virulent subpopulations, marked 



by unique combinations of virulence gene alleles, is usually associated with increased spread 
of disease (see, e.g. Karaolis et al. 1995, Musser and Krause, 1998, reviewed in Musser, 
1996). Recently it has been shown that even within apparently clonal populations of E. coli 
0157:H7, divergent subpopulations exist in the U.S. and appear to have unique ecologies 
5 (Kim et al. 1999). Therefore, the phenomenon of variation in virulence potential appears to 
be a general characteristic of pathogenic microorganisms. 

There are several possibilities, which are not mutually exclusive, that could account 
for differences in virulence characteristics of L. monocytogenes subpopulations. One of the 
simplest explanations is that the putative more virulent subpopulations carry particular 
1-0 combinations of virulence gene alleles that render the strains better able to penetrate host 
~ cells and tissues. In other pathogenic species, allele combinations of virulence genes appear 
£ to play an important role in the rise and spread of certain clones. Secondly, it is possible 
some lineages may possess additional genes that contribute to virulence or that they possess 
~ unique patterns of virulence gene expression. Strain-specific variations in the modulation of 
d5 PrfA activity have recently been demonstrated with respect to carbon-source effects on prfA- 
~ dependent gene expression in different L. monocytogenes strains (Brehm et al. 1999; Huilett 
et al. 1999). Lastly, it is also possible that physiological difference among the lineages 
confers characteristics that make certain lineages better able to survive the necessary hurdles 
to establish infection. 

20 

SUMMARY 

A method is provided for identifying polymorphic markers in a population comprising 
genotypically characterizing a first sample of the population, selecting one or more 
25 individuals of the first sample based upon the characterization, fabricating a microarray with 
genomic DNA from each selected individual, genotyping a second sample of the population 
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using each fabricated microarray as a reference, identifying the polymorphic markers in the 
population, and sorting the markers to identify those characteristic of the population of 
interest. In one embodiment, the population is a bacterial population. The bacterial 
population is selected from the group consisting of Listeria monocytogenes, Escherichia coli, 
5 Lactobacillus casei, Lactococcus lactus, Salmonella typhimurium, Salmonella entereditis, 
and Salmonella typhi. 

Also provided is a method for identifying polymorphic markers in a bacterial 
population comprising phenotypically characterizing a first sample of the population, 
selecting one or more individuals of the first sample based upon the characterization, 

10 fabricating a microarray with genomic DNA from each selected individual, genotyping a 
second sample of the population using each fabricated microarray as a reference, identifying 

= the polymorphic markers in the population, and sorting the markers to identify those 
characteristic of the population of interest. In one embodiment, the bacterial population is 
selected from the group consisting of Listeria monocytogenes, Escherichia coli, Lactobacillus 

15 casei, Lactococcus lactus, Salmonella typhimurium, Salmonella entereditis, and Salmonella 
typhi. 

Also provided is a method for identifying unique bits among a plurality of bit strings 
including providing a plurality of bit strings wherein each bit string has the same number and 
position of bits and wherein each bit has a value of 0 or 1, generating a graphical 

20 representation - including selectable elements - representing the relatedness of the bit strings, 
making a selection of a first selectable element, making a selection of a second selectable 
element, and identifying bits that are present in each bit string represented by the first 
selectable element and absent in each bit string represented by the second selectable element, 
or vice-versa. In one embodiment, the relatedness of the bit strings is determined by the 

25 commonality of bit values at corresponding positions in the bit strings. In both the method 

and the embodiment of the method, the graphical representation can be a dendrogram and the 



selectable elements can be leaves and nodes, each leaf representing a single bit string, and 
each node representing two or more bit strings. 

Also provided is a computer readable medium having software for identifying unique 
bits among a plurality of bit strings, including logic configured to provide a plurality of bit 
strings, each string having the same number and position of bits, each bit having a value of 0 
or 1 , logic configured to generate a graphical representation, including selectable elements, 
representing the relatedness of the bit strings, logic configured to make a selection of a first 
selectable element, logic configured to make a selection of a second selectable element, and 
logic configured to identify bits that are present in each bit string represented by the first 
selectable element and absent in each bit string represented by the second selectable element, 
or that are absent in each bit string represented by the first selectable element and present in 
each bit string represented by the second selectable element. In one embodiment, the 
relatedness of the bit strings is determined by the commonality of bit values at corresponding 
positions in the bit strings. In both the method and the embodiment of the method, the 
graphical representation can be a dendrogram and the selectable elements can be leaves and 
nodes, each leaf representing a single bit string, and each node representing two or more bit 
strings. 

Other systems, methods, features and advantages of the invention will be or will 
become apparent to one with skill in the art upon examination of the following figures and 
detailed description. It is intended that all such additional systems, methods, features and 
advantages be included within this description, be within the scope of the invention, and be 
protected by the accompanying claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The components in the figures are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being 
placed upon illustrating the principles of the invention. 
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FIG. 1 is a flow chart illustrating the operation of software for identifying unique bit 
strings among a plurality of bit strings. 

FIG. 2 is a an illustration of a dendrogram generated by the software for identifying 
unique bits among a plurality of bit strings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

It is to be understood that the invention described herein is only illustrative. None of 
the embodiments shown herein are limiting. It would be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that modifications and adaptations can be made without departing from the scope of the 
invention as defined by the claims appended. 

The present invention provides a method for the identification of polymorphic 
markers in a population. 

As used herein, "population" is intended to refer to two or more organisms belonging 
to the same species. A "sample" of a population can include the entire population or any 
portion thereof. 

As used herein, "marker" is intended to refer to a feature that is capable of 
distinguishing one individual or member from another individual or member in a sample. 

The inventive method includes the steps of genotypically characterizing a first sample 
of a population, selecting one or more individuals of the first sample based upon the 
genotypic characterization, fabricating a microarray with genomic DNA from each individual 
selected, genotyping a second sample of the population using each fabricated microarray as a 
reference, identifying the polymorphic markers in the population, and sorting the markers to 
identify those characteristic of the population of interest. 
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Typically, the microarray is a linear or two-dimensional array of regions, formed on 
the surface of a solid support, having a density of discrete regions of at least about 100/cm 2 , 
and preferably about 1000/cm 2 . The regions in such microarrays have typical dimensions, 
e.g., diameters, in the range of about 10-250 um, and are separated from other regions in the 
5 array by about the same distance. DNA microarrays can be fabricated by deposition of a set 
of synthetic oligonucleotides, PCR products, or other forms of genetic material onto the 
regions of the solid support, such as a silicanated glass slide. 

Depending on the size of the genome of the organism of interest, the size of the solid 
support, and the distance separating the discrete regions, a DNA microarray can be fabricated 

TO such that the entire genome is present. Whole genome microarrays containing PCR products 

Jr derived from the entire genome are fabricated by two general methods. First, if the genome 
sequence of the organism of interest is available, individual oligonucleotide primer 
combinations are designed for each coding region in the genome, allowing for the 

J. amplification by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) of each gene in independent reactions. 

1 5 The amplification products are then used to fabricate the microarray. If the genome sequence 

=- is not available, then a "shotgun" approach is used. In this approach, a library of the genomic 
DNA is constructed by cloning segments into a vector containing common priming sites 
adjacent to the cloning site. Each clone from the library is then independently amplified and 
the amplicons used to fabricate the microarray. Deposition or "printing" of the 

20 oligonucleotides onto the solid support can be accomplished by any one of several methods 
known in the art, such as by an automated arrayer. Regardless of the method that is used to 
deposit the oligonucleotides onto the solid support, the user should be able to trace the 
oligonucleotides at a given region back to its original clone. 

The method of the invention is useful for the identification and sorting of 

25 polymorphic genetic markers in a population of any living organism including, in a preferred 
embodiment, a bacterial population. Representative bacterial populations include Listeria 



monocytogenes, Escherichia coli, Lactobacillus casei, Lactococcus lactus, Salmonella 
typhimurium, Salmonella entereditis, and Salmonella typhi. 
Genotypic Characterization of First Sample 

A first sample of the population can be genotypically characterized using any suitable 
5 method. Useful methods include, but are not limited to, whole genome microarrays, random 
amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD), amplified fragment length polymorphism (AFLP), 
multi-locus enzyme electrophoresis (MLEE), octamer-based genome scanning (OBGS), and 
multi -locus sequence typing (MLST). For genotypic characterization in the present 
invention, it is preferable to use whole genome microarrays. This is accomplished by 
40 fabricating a microarray with genomic DNA from a representative of a first sample, and then 
~ genotyping the individual(s) present in the first sample using the microarray of the 

representative as a reference. 
=r " Preferably, the genotyping step is performed individual-by-individual. For each 

^ individual that is genotyped, a predetermined, equivalent amount of genomic DNA from both 
ll 5 the representative and the individual is labeled with a fluorescent dye, and then hybridized to 
the microarray. Due to complementarity of sequence, the DNA from the representative will 
hybridize to all of the oligonucleotides present in each region of the microarray. As such, a 
different label is used during labeling of the representative's DNA and the individual's DNA. 
Following hybridization, fluorescence intensities registered by hybridization of the 
20 labeled DNA from the representative and the individual to each region of the microarray are 
determined by a multicolor, microarray scanner and converted to binary elements or whole 
integers through image analysis and statistical analysis software. The image analysis 
software creates an output of the fluorescence intensities, in a spreadsheet file, representing 
all of the regions of the microarray. For the statistical analysis, it is preferable to use binary 
25 conversion to create a bit string representing the pattern of hybridization of the individual's 
DNA to the microarray regions. Binary conversion is performed by comparing the 



hybridization intensity of each region on different dye channels. If the individual's DNA 
contains a hybridizing segment, the ratio of hybridization intensities of the representative's 
DNA to the individual's DNA is or is nearly one. If the individual's DNA lacks the segment, 
or if the segment is substantially altered, the ratio is much higher. A threshold of ratios is 
5 used such that, preferably, a binary bit of 1 is assigned to the region if the ratio of 
hybridization intensities is <2 standard deviations above the mean, and a binary bit of 0 is 
assigned to the region if the ratio is >2 standard deviations above the mean, although it would 
be readily apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that these numbers could be reversed. 
The resulting output file is rendered in text format, although it can also be rendered in 
-JO spreadsheet format. The output file can contain either converted binary elements or 
^ normalized ratios. The statistical analysis software, preferably PERL-based, combines the 
~ data from each output file for each individual into a composite file, and performs statistical 
" analysis by normalization of the data through mean and median centering of the ratios. Once 
~ the composite file is generated, a determination is made as to the genetic relatedness of the 
3.5 individuals present in the first sample. Such a determination is made by inputting the 
composite file, preferably containing a bit string corresponding to each individual from the 
first sample, into a separate computer program containing one or more clustering algorithms. 
Preferably, the clustering program contains both neighbor joining and bootstrap algorithms. 
The clustering program is directed to render a dendrogram made up of each individual in the 
20 first sample. Such a dendrogram reveals the relative genetic distance between each 
individual, as well as the existence of genetically related groups or clusters among the 
individuals. It would be obvious to one skilled in the art that clustering can be performed 
upon either binary or integer measurements from the array. 

Selecting One or More Individuals of First Sample Based Upon Genotvpic Characterization 
25 Once the first sample is genotypically characterized, one or more individuals present 

in the first sample are selected based upon the genotypic characterization. The selection is 
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performed such that each individual selected shares the most characters among the other 
individuals of the same group or cluster. 

Fabricating Microarrav from Each Individual Selected from First Sample 

Once one or more individuals of the first sample are selected, a whole genome 
5 microarray is prepared from each. 
Genotvping Second Sample 

Once whole genome microarrays are prepared from each individual selected from the 
first sample, a second sample of the population is genotyped using each selected individual's 
microarray as a reference. Preferably, this is performed member-by-member. For each 
JO member of the second sample that is genotyped, a predetermined amount of genomic DNA 
J! from each of the selected individual(s) and the member is labeled with a fluorescent dye, and 
~° then hybridized to the respective microarray(s). Due to complementarity of sequence, the 
"~ DNA from the selected individual will hybridize to all of the oligonucleotides present in each 
-t region of the respective microarray. As such, a different fluorescent dye is used during 
1 5 labeling of the selected individual's DNA and the member DNA. 

=. Following hybridization, fluorescence intensities registered by hybridization of the 

labeled DNA from the selected individual and the member to each region of the respective 
microarray are determined by a multicolor, microarray scanner and converted to binary 
elements or whole integers through image analysis and statistical analysis software. The 

20 image analysis software creates an output of the fluorescence intensities, in a spreadsheet file, 
representing all of the regions of the microarray. For the statistical analysis, it is preferable to 
use binary conversion to create a bit string representing the pattern of hybridization of the 
member's DNA to the microarray regions. Binary conversion is performed by comparing the 
hybridization intensity of each region on different dye channels. If the member DNA 

25 contains a hybridizing segment, the ratio of hybridization intensities of the selected 
individual's DNA and the member's DNA is or is nearly one. If the member DNA lacks the 



segment, or if the segment is substantially altered, the ratio is much higher. A threshold of 
ratios is used such "that, preferably, a binary bit of 1 is assigned to the region if the ratio of 
hybridization intensities is >2 standard deviations above the mean, and a binary bit of 0 is 
assigned to the region if the ratio is <2 standard deviations above the mean. The resulting 
5 output file is rendered in text format, although it can also be rendered in spreadsheet format. 
The output file can contain either converted binary elements or normalized ratios. The 
statistical analysis software, preferably PERL-based, combines the data from each output file 
for each member into a composite file, and performs statistical analysis by normalization of 
the data through mean and median centering of the ratios. Once the composite file is 
JO generated, a determination is made as to the genetic relatedness of the members present in the 
i second sample. Such a determination is made by inputting the composite file, preferably 
containing a bit string corresponding to each member from the second sample, into a separate 
computer program containing one or more clustering algorithms. Preferably, the clustering 
program contains both neighbor joining and bootstrap algorithms. The clustering program 
□ 5 sorts and groups the data contained in the composite file, while preserving the information 
I concerning the identity of the microarray region corresponding to each bit. The clustering 
program is directed to render a dendrogram made up of each member of the second sample. 
Such a dendrogram reveals the relative genetic distance between each member, as well as the 
existence of genetically related groups or clusters among the members. Phylogeny may also 
20 be inferred from the dendrogram. It would be obvious to one skilled in the art that clustering 
can be performed upon either binary or integer measurements from the array. 

Once the members of the second sample are grouped into genetically related groups 
or clusters, the clustering program is directed to select two such groups or clusters. The 
clustering program is then directed to identify markers, corresponding to particular 
25 microarray regions, that are present in one group or cluster, and absent in another. The 
program can also be directed to identify markers that are present in at least one member of 
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one group or cluster and absent in all the members of the second group or cluster. Since the 
information concerning the micorarray region corresponding to each bit is preserved during 
the sorting and grouping process, microarray regions can be easily identified showing these 
types of markers. These particular regions can then be identified on the original microarray 
fluorescence scans. 

Also provided is a method for the identification of polymorphic markers in a bacterial 
population. The inventive method includes phenotypically characterizing a first sample of 
a population, selecting one or more individuals of the first sample based upon the phenotypic 
characterization, fabricating a microarray with genomic DNA from each individual selected, 
and genotyping a second sample of the population using each fabricated microarray as a 
reference, thereby identifying the polymorphic markers in the population. Representative 
bacterial populations include Listeria monocytogenes, Escherichia coli, Lactobacillus casei, 
Lactococcus lactus, Salmonella typhimurium, Salmonella entereditis, and Salmonella typhi. 

Typically, the microarray is a linear or two-dimensional array of regions, formed on 
the surface of a solid support, having a density of discrete regions of at least about 100/cm 2 , 
and preferably about 1000/cm 2 . The regions in such microarray s have typical dimensions, 
e.g., diameters, in the range of about 10-250 urn, and are separated from other regions in the 
array by about the same distance. DNA microarrays can be fabricated by deposition of a set 
of synthetic oligonucleotides, PCR products, or other forms of genetic material onto the 
regions of the solid support, such as a silicanated glass slide. 

Depending on the size of the genome of the organism of interest, the size of the solid 
support, and the distance separating the discrete regions, a DNA microarray can be fabricated 
such that the entire genome is present. Whole genome microarrays containing PCR products 
derived from the entire genome are fabricated by two general methods. First, if the genome 
sequence of the organism of interest is available, individual oligonucleotide primer 
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combinations are designed for each coding region in the genome, allowing for the 
amplification by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) of each gene in independent reactions. 
The amplification products are then used to fabricate the microarray. If the genome sequence 
is not available, then a "shotgun" approach is used. In this approach, a library of the genomic 
5 DNA is constructed by cloning segments into a vector containing common priming sites 
adjacent to the cloning site. Each clone from the library is then independently amplified and 
the amplicons used to fabricate the microarray. Deposition or "printing" of the 
oligonucleotides onto the solid support can be accomplished by any one of several methods 
known in the art, such as by an automated arrayer. Regardless of the method that is used to 

JO deposit the oligonucleotides onto the solid support, the user should be able to trace the 

J: oligonucleotides at a given region back to its original clone. 

£ Phenotvpic Characterization of First Sample 

There are several acceptable approaches for phenotypically characterizing a sample of 

r a bacterial population including, but not limited to, characterizing the sample based upon 

J 5 serotyping, toxin production, sporulation efficiency, fermentation characteristics, such as 
food fermentation, and the production of enzymes involved in spoilage or degradation of food 
sensory characteristics. 

Selecting One or More Individuals of First Sample Based Upon Phenotvpic Characterization 
Once the first sample is phenotypically characterized, one or more individuals present 
20 in the first sample are selected based upon the phenotypic characterization. The selection is 
performed such that each individual selected shares the most characters among the other 
individuals in the sample. 

Fabricating Microarray from Each Individual Selected from First Sample 

Once one or more individuals of the first sample are selected, a whole genome 
25 microarray is prepared from each. 
Genotvping Second Sample 



Once whole genome microarrays are prepared from each individual selected from the 
first sample, a second sample of the population is genotyped using each selected individual's 
microarray as a reference. Preferably, this is performed member-by-member. For each 
member of the second sample that is genotyped, a predetermined amount of genomic DNA 
5 from each of the selected individual(s) and the member is labeled with a fluorescent dye, and 
then hybridized to the respective microarray(s). Due to complementarity of sequence, the 
DNA from the selected individual will hybridize to all of the oligonucleotides present in each 
region of the respective microarray. As such, a different fluorescent dye is used during 
labeling of the selected individual's DNA and the member DNA. 

10 Following hybridization, fluorescence intensities registered by hybridization of the 

labeled DNA from the selected individual and the member to each region of the respective 
microarray are determined by a multicolor, microarray scanner and converted to binary 
elements or whole integers through image analysis and statistical analysis software. The 
image analysis software creates an output of the fluorescence intensities, in a spreadsheet file, 

f 1 5 representing all of the regions of the microarray. For the statistical analysis, it is preferable to 
use binary conversion to create a bit string representing the pattern of hybridization of the 
member's DNA to the microarray regions. Binary conversion is performed by comparing the 
hybridization intensity of each region on different dye channels. If the member DNA 
contains a hybridizing segment, the ratio of hybridization intensities of the selected 

20 individual's DNA and the member's DNA is or is nearly one. If the member DNA lacks the 
segment, or if the segment is substantially altered, the ratio is much higher. A threshold of 
ratios is used such that, preferably, a binary bit of 1 is assigned to the region if the ratio of 
hybridization intensities is >2 standard deviations above the mean, and a binary bit of 0 is 
assigned to the region if the ratio is <2 standard deviations above the mean. The resulting 

25 output file is rendered in text format, although it can also be rendered in spreadsheet format. 
The output file can contain either converted binary elements or normalized ratios. The 
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statistical analysis software, preferably PERL-based, combines the data from each output file 
for each member into a composite file, and performs statistical analysis by normalization of 
the data through mean and median centering of the ratios. Once the composite file is 
generated, a determination is made as to the genetic relatedness of the members present in the 
5 second sample. Such a determination is made by inputting the composite file, preferably 
containing a bit string corresponding to each member from the second sample, into a separate 
computer program containing one or more clustering algorithms. Preferably, the clustering 
program contains both neighbor joining and bootstrap algorithms. The clustering program 
sorts and groups the data contained in the composite file, while preserving the information 

10 concerning the identity of the microarray region corresponding to each bit. The clustering 
program is directed to render a dendrogram made up of each member of the second sample. 
Such a dendrogram reveals the relative genetic distance between each member, as well as the 
existence of genetically related groups or clusters among the members. Phylogeny may also 
be inferred from the dendrogram. It would be obvious to one skilled in the art that clustering 

71 5 can be performed upon either binary or integer measurements from the array. 

Once the members of the second sample are grouped into genetically related groups 
or clusters, the clustering program is directed to select two such groups or clusters. The 
clustering program is then directed to identify markers, corresponding to particular 
microarray regions, that are present in one group or cluster, and absent in another. The 

20 program can also be directed to identify markers that are present in at least one member of 
one group or cluster and absent in all the members of the second group or cluster. Since the 
information concerning the micorarray region corresponding to each bit is preserved during 
the sorting and grouping process, microarray regions can be easily identified showing these 
types of markers. These particular regions can then be identified on the original microarray 

25 fluorescence scans. 
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Also provided is a method for identifying unique bits among a plurality of bit strings 
including providing a plurality of bit strings wherein each bit string has the same number and 
position of bits and wherein each bit has a value of 0 or 1, generating a graphical 
representation - including selectable elements - representing the relatedness of the bit strings, 
making a selection of a first selectable element, making a selection of a second selectable 
element, and identifying bits that are present in each bit string represented by the first 
selectable element and absent in each bit string represented by the second selectable element, 
or vice- versa. In some embodiments, each bit string represents the genome of an organism 
and each bit represents that region of a microarray fabricated from oligonucleotide segements 
of the genome. Also in some embodiments, the relatedness of the bit strings is determined by 
the commonality of bit values at corresponding positions in the bit strings. In preferred 
embodiments, the graphical representation is a dendrogram and the selectable elements are 
leaves and nodes, each leaf representing a single bit string, and each node representing two or 
more bit strings. 

Also provided, as represented in Figures 1 and 2, is a computer readable medium 
having software 100 for identifying unique bits among a plurality of bit strings, including 
logic configured to provide a plurality of bit strings 102, each string having the same number 
and position of bits, each bit having a value of 0 or 1, logic configured to generate a graphical 
representation, including selectable elements, representing the relatedness of the bit strings 
104, logic configured to make a selection of a first selectable element 106, logic configured 
to make a selection of a second selectable element 108, and logic configured to identify bits 
that are present in each bit string represented by the first selectable element and absent in 
each bit string represented by the second selectable element 1 10, or that are absent in each bit 
string represented by the first selectable element and present in each bit string represented by 
the second selectable element 112. In one embodiment, the relatedness of the bit strings is 
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determined by the commonality of bit values at corresponding positions in the bit strings. In 
preferred embodiments, the graphical representation is a dendrogram 200, and the selectable 
elements are leaves 202 and nodes 204, each leaf representing a single bit string, and each 
node representing two or more bit strings. 
5 The software 100 can be embodied in any computer-readable medium, or computer- 

bearing medium, for use by or in connection with an instruction execution system, apparatus, 
or device, such as a computer-based system, processor-containing system, or other system 
that may selectively fetch the instructions from the instruction execution system, apparatus, 
or device and execute the instructions. In the context of this document, a "computer-readable 
10 medium" is any means that may contain, store, communicate, propagate, or transport the 
J« program for use by or in connection with the instruction execution system, apparatus, or 
device. The computer readable medium can be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, 
magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, device, or 
=- propagation medium. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer- 
=45 readable medium would include the following: an electrical connection (electronic) having 
'I one or more wires, a portable computer diskette (magnetic), a RAM (electronic), a read-only 
memory "ROM" (electronic), an erasable programmable read-only memory (EPROM or 
Flash memory) (electronic), an optical fiber (optical), and a portable compact disc read-only 
memory "CDROM" (optical). 
20 The software 100 can also be embodied in at least one computer-readable signal- 

bearing medium (such as the Internet, magnetic storage medium, such as floppy disks, or 
optical storage, such as compact disk (CD/DVD), biological, or atomic data storage medium). 
In yet another example implementation, the computer-readable signal-bearing medium can 
comprise a modulated carrier signal transmitted over a network comprising or coupled with a 
25 diversity receiver apparatus, for instance, one or more telephone networks, a local area 
network, the Internet, and wireless network. An exemplary component of such embodiments 
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is a series of computer instructions written in or implemented with any number of 
programming languages. Note that the computer-readable medium can even be paper or 
another suitable medium upon which the software 100 is printed, as the software 100 can be 
electronically captured, via for instance optical scanning of the paper or other medium, then 
compiled, interpreted or otherwise processed in a suitable manner if necessary, and then 
stored in a computer memory. 

Diagnostic Probes and Assays 

Once polymorphic markers specific to particular groups or clusters are identified by 
the methods of the invention, the microarray region information can be used to locate the 
clone in the original shotgun library. Once the original clone is located, DNA can be 
extracted therefrom, and used as a probe in a Southern blot to confirm the presence or 
absence of the particular DNA segment or alterations within it. Once the presence or absence 
of specific markers is confirmed by Southern blotting, the clone inserts can be sequenced, and 
used as diagnostic probes in assays for the identification of organisms containing that marker 
or markers. 

The following example is intended to further illustrate the invention and is not a 
limitation thereon. 

Example 

Fabrication ofaZ. monocytogenes 10403S Shotgun Microarrav 

To demonstrate the feasibility of using array-based methods to identify genomic 
diversity in Listeria monocytogenes isolates, a shotgun DNA microarray was constructed 
from strain 10403S. This was accomplished by printing 4,350 PCR amplified inserts from a 
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L. monocytogenes 10403S DNA library in duplicate onto silicanated glass slides. To prepare 
a library as representative as possible, the library was constructed using the TOPO® shot-gun 
library construction kit (Invitrogen, CA) that shears the genomic DNA with high-pressure air 
to an average size of 1.5 kilobases. The sheared DNA fragments were then blunt-ended with 
Klenow and T4-DNA polymerase, followed by dephosphorylation to prevent ligation of non- 
contiguous fragments in the library. The dephosphorylated DNA fragments were then cloned 
into the pTopo vector. Individual colonies were immediately transferred to 96-well plates. 
Amplified inserts from independent clones were analyzed by agarose gel electrophoresis, 
purified and printed to the array. The average size of the inserts was 1.5 kilobases. 
Therefore, this microarray provided ca. 1.5-fold redundancy in coverage of the 10403S 
genome. 

Use of the 104Q3S Genome Microarray as a Reference Array in Genotvping 

To demonstrate the potential of shotgun array-based genome comparison to identify 
genomic divergence, the shotgun array was first used as a reference array to genotype a set of 
epidemiologically characterized strains. For these pilot studies, 62 different L. 
monocytogenes strains originating from both clinical and environmental (food) samples were 
used. DNA was extracted from each strain and 2 ug was used in a random primer reaction. 
The reactions were performed in a 50 ul volume using the Gibco/BRL BIOPRIME® DNA 
labeling kit (Life Technologies, MD). In each experiment, an independent aliquot of 10403s 
DNA was random primed using the CY3 dye-labeled nucleotide and the test strain was 
random primed using the CY5 dye-labeled nucleotide. After labeling, the labeled products 
were concentrated using a micron 30 filter (Amicon). The entire concentrated products from 
the CY3 and CY5 labeling reactions were then mixed into 30 ul of hybridization buffer 
containing 100 ug of yeast tRNA and 400 ug of salmon sperm DNA, layered onto the array, 
and covered with a coverslip. The hybridization reactions were then placed into individual 
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hybridization chambers and incubated for 3 hours at 65° C. The hybridizations were then 
washed for 5 minutes each in IX SSC + 0.1% SDS, 0.1X SSC + 0.1% SDS, and finally 0.1X 
SSC. Fluorescence intensities of the array regions were determined using a GSI Lumonics 
S CAN ARRAY® 3000 multicolor microarray scanner. 

In order to examine the relationships of the strains, hybridization intensities registered 
by hybridization of the CY3-labeled 10403S probes and CY5-labeled test DNA probes at 
each of the 8,700 different array regions were converted to binary elements. This was 
conducted by comparing the hybridization intensity of each spot on the CY3 and CY5 
channels using ScanAlyze software. This image analysis software provides several methods 
for generating background-subtracted ratios of fluorescence and outputs the data as a text file. 

The FormatALL software, which created composite files of address and background- 
subtracted ratios from the ScanAlyze files, also normalized the data by mean and median 
centering each column, corresponding to each individual reference-test strain pair. The 
software then converted the normalized ratios to binary based on the formula: 
X > 2 standard deviations = binary 0 
X < 2 standard deviations = binary 1 . 
The output file was then formatted by FormatALL for cluster analysis in P.A.U.P. 
(Phylogenetic Analysis Using Parsimony) 4.0 and MarkFind. Cluster analysis in both 
P.A.U.P . 4.0 and MarkFind, a software program containing clustering algorithms, such as 
neighbor joining and bootstrap, that allows for the identification and sorting of polymorphic 
markers in a population. Marker sorting in MarkFind revaled several loci absent in each 
clade (Table 1). 

TABLE 1 

CLADE NUMBER OF LOCI ABSENT 

IN ALL MEMBERS 
A 20 
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B 
C 
D 



75 
42 
67 
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While various embodiments of the application have been described, it will be 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that many more embodiments and 
implementations are possible that are within the scope of this invention. Accordingly, the 
invention is not to be restricted except in light of the attached claims and their equivalents. 
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